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| know | am not alone in my feelings that time seems to be passing in warp speed.
Addressing the hopes and prayers for the “new year” seems just a few days ago. Our
schedules, the demands of ministry, our families, working to keep a balance with
everything sometimes feels like a maze we are navigating. So, here we are in the “dog
days” of summer in August. Nobody has to explain that to us desert dwellers!

Isn’t it comforting to know that the move of God in our churches and in our own
personal lives does not depend on tranquility, but rather on the omnipotence of the
God we serve. He has not vacated His throne, nor thrown up His hands in despair. His
timing remains consistent and pure perfection. We trust Him. He gifts us with grace,
daily. He strengthens the weak, and gives wisdom to those who simply ask. He opens
doors and closes doors. . .all for our good. And in the midst of chaos in our world, He
Is our peace.

Collectively, this body of Christ that we call the Arizona Ministry Network has deeply
grieved for our friends, Jonathan and Monica Gannon. This family has had to endure
the heartbreaking tragedy losing their 11-year-old daughter, Arianna, in an accident
that also left their other two daughters needing hospitalization and weeks of rehab.
The call went out and you responded. We have been able to bless the Gannons thus far
with just under $17,000 to help them with the multitude of expenses that has been laid
on them since this tragedy occurred. | sat with Dr. Jonathan, and he expressed their
deep gratitude for the blessing our network of pastors and churches has been to them.
We continue to keep them in our prayers as they resume life with the grief they are
processing. THANK YOU, friends, for your overwhelming response. | know the
Gannons know without a doubt that we all love and support them through this difficult
season. People are still giving, and | can assure you that we are dispersing the funds
as they come in.



With the start up of school season, my heart is burdened
for our kids and what they are being taught, from Pre-K up
through High School. Transgender thinking is being
crammed down our throats, whether it be television
commercials, text books, some teachers themselves, and
all social media. | have a grandson still in high school, and
| pray over him daily. Oh God, cover the hearts and minds

of our children, and our young people. Another reason |
hold close to my heart the ministry of our summer camp
season. Parents, know what your children are being
taught. Read their textbooks. Know what their teachers are
telling them. Be alert, be on guard, and cover your
children daily with the blood of Jesus in prayer and the
power of the Holy Spirit.

Marjorie and | were privileged to be in
service with Pastor Tom & Toni Garza,
Assembly of God in Holbrook. Sweet
service, and God is on the move in
Holbrook!

When we are not traveling on weekend ministry, we
attend Summit Church, in Anthem with Pastors Jeremy
and Catie Naranjo. They had missionary Jake Godin
scheduled to speak recently, and it was my privilege to
join with them in praying blessing over Jake and the
fulfillment of his calling.



Ron Rockwell
Assistant Superintendent



Leigh Metcalf
Secretary/Treasurer






Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead...

- Philippians 3:13b

Our summer Pastors’ Zoom calls are really enjoying walking through “Winning the War
In Your Mind” (2021) by Craig Groeschel. This influential pastor candidly shares his own
challenges with his thoughts and beliefs about himself and provides great information on
how to win that seat of much spiritual warfare - the human mind.

One of the weekly discussions was on the subject of
reframing our thoughts. He described it as “when we learn to
identify and correct irrational thinking...and not hang on to
old perceptions that have worked against us” (pg. 120).
Certainly pastoral ministry provides all kinds of mine fields
in our thoughts that we must navigate and this tool is critical
to us maintaining the right perspective toward situations and
people. Groeschel challenges us to reflect back to times
when God did not answer our prayers the way we had hoped
He would and how in the end, it worked out to our benefit.
Such reflection reminds us that we can “reframe” even the
most difficult of life’s events and believe God is working
them out for His purpose and our good (Romans 8:28).
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Dr. Donald Lichi of Emerge Ministries taught this as the “reckoning” principle. He sees
one of God’s great gifts as our ability to consider our past, present, and futures in this
way. No matter what the situation is, we can rapidly compare these three timeframes
in our minds...for example, the past with our future, or the present with our past, or
the future in light of our present. This shifting of timeframes (again) helps us keep
perspective. The apostle Paul did this in the opening chapter of Philippians as he
penned his words from a prison cell and of course, again in that classic moment of
chapter three, “forgetting what is behind (past), | strain (present) toward what is ahead
(future)...”. What a great perspective!

Pastors, | encourage you to get Groeschel’s book. The tools provided help us steward
our minds for God’s glory. | would love to share more with you about this life-giving
subject.

TIPS FOR REFRAMING/RECKONING:

 Reflect on when God didn’'t answer your prayers the way you wanted and it
turned out for your good.

 Take a current challenge you are facing and reckon it in light of God’s past
faithfulness, His current presence with you, and hope for your future in Him.

e | am always available to you...just give me a call: 480-579-9998.

Stay healthy in ministry,
Pastor Jeff
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SEPT. 30 - OCT.

SPEARERS:

REGISTER AT AZMANCAMP.COM
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www.azmancamp.com



https://azagwomen.org/fallretreat

OUTH CAMP \
HIGHLIGHTS —
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Griffin McGrath
Young Adult and Youth Director
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Kirstyn Rempel
Kid's Ministry Director
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www.azasom.com
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Rick Ryan, Intercultural Ministries
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Denise Ryan, Network of Women Ministers
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www.cthem.me
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Network Information

ARIZONA MINISTRY NETWORK

2601 E Thomas Rd., Ste. 210
Phoenix, Arizona 85016-8228

Phone: 602.343.4000
Fax: 602.252.5527

Website: www.azag.org
Email: districtoffice.azag.org

Monday - Thursday 8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

EXECUTIVE OFFICERS

Stephen L. Harris Superintendent

Ron Rockwell Assistant Superintendent

Leigh Metcalf Secretary-Treasurer

EXECUTIVE PRESBYTERS

Jesus Garza
Dale Gray
Todd League

Kirk Sorensen

GENERAL PRESBYTERS

Stephen L. Harris
Leigh Metcalf

Ron Rockwell

OTHER PRESBYTERS

Jackie Holgate Native American Representative

Sue Rockwell Women's Representative

DISTRICT PRESBYTERS
Richard Bush

Canyon North Section
Bob Sainz Central Valley Section
Marty Paxson East Section
Allen Tyson East Central Section
Brad Davis East Valley Section
Jeremy Peters North Central Section
Kathryn Pierce Northeast Section
Bruce Rahlf Northwest Section
Ralph Morris  Phoenix Metro Indian Section

Pete Cordova Southeast Section

Dave Beach Southeast Valley Section
Eric Young South Section
Paula Milner Southwest Section

Keith Howard West Valley Section

Darin League Northwest Valley Section

DIRECTORS & LEADERS
Griffin McGrath

Youth Ministries
Kirstyn Rempel Kids Ministries
Dale Gray Men’s Ministries
Lindsay Petri Women'’s Ministries
Jeff Peterson Pastoral Care
Yoyo Garcia Youth Alive

Yisrael Vincent Arizona School of Ministry

Rick Ryan Intercultural Ministries
Jim Lopez Native American Ministries
Denise Ryan  Network of Women Ministers
Jason Dyer Granite Hills Camp
Bill Weaver Royal Rangers

Doug & Lynda Young Retired Ministers

Snow Peabody AZ Teen Challenge

Stephen & Jill Valentine Deaf Ministries



Thank you for
being a part of the

Arizona Ministry
Network!

Recent Network
Statistics

OPEN CHURCHES
Cedar Creek Assembly of God

Dennehotso, Trinity Assembly of God
Eloy, First Assembly of God

Kayenta, Living Word Assembly of God
Page, First Assembly of God

Payson, Restoration Church
Rainbow Mtn., Navajo Mtn.

San Manuel, Assembly of God
Scottsdale, Salt River Indian Church
Shonto, Victory Assembly of God
Tucson, Praise Center Assembly
Welton, Assembly of God

FILLED CHURCHES

Willcox, Restoration Church, PAC with Raul Salgado
San Carlos Apache Assembly, Cherie Tyson
Melodee Oletzke from Northwest

TRANSFERRED IN

Joshua Friday from Rocky Mountain
Jon Oletzke from Northwest
Melodee Oletzke from Northwest

TRANSFERRED OUT
Gregory Ramey to PenFlorida
Greg Sweet to Kansas
Joshua Mangels to Northwest

DECEASED
Marjorie Reid on 4/4/2022
Ronald Sawicki on 3/5/2022



